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Bethesda, Thursday, Nov.1l7, 1949

Deay Family,

| I've decided to write you a family letter so I won't have
to tell you-both twice about Laurence ohn's latest feats and remarks.
The most lmportant thing is, as I told you, that he has leamed to
write a couple or three words on the blackboard so that a charitable
person will know what he's trying to get ate. His words are "DOG", "CAT"
and "BEAR". He 1s also capable of writing “ cOHN'but he deesn'’t remember
how to spell it, whereas he can wrile the other three words without
askini about the s 111n%, and when you ask him "H.w do you spell Bearj"
" he will occasionally teil you out loud, Af he's in"the mood. At other .
times (and especially when I want to show him off in front of other
people) he will say, "I won't tell you! Youlll have to gwss!" which
is naturally annoyling. He knows all the letters of tle alphabet, and
prends a good deal of his time at breakfast rezding off the letters on
the cereal boxes. He doesn't seem to be ready to sight read as yet=
that is, read whole words by the "look of them" at a glance. But it
is hard to tell, because so often.he tells me "I can't do that, I'm
only a little beby puppy!" and runs off barking. However, 1 take tkat
to mean that he honestly doesn't feel ready for more learning.

I took him to see a doctor the other day, because he had
developed a bad cough that kept him and us awake nights., I had pre=
viously called this doctor in one day when he had an sarache, and
after the initlal mighty struggle to get him to show himself at all
in front of the doctor, he tock an inexplicable liking to the man.
This is the firts time ih his history that he has displayed anything
except fear and dislike for the medical profession in general. I
can't tell you what Doctor N rton has that none of his collegwes had,
but there you are. Laurence fimself remsrked after the departure of
Doctor N¥rt n (who is not a Fediatrician), “W8w wasn't he a nice man?
He has such a beautiful Nash! " In any case,-although I called Dr.
Norton in the first place only because he was the only one avallable
at that time, I've decided that the boy has elected to choese hils
own physician and I dn't propose to change now that he has chosen.
The other day Wililam and he drove downtown and on the way Laurence
pointed to a house cn Georzetown Road and sald, "Ihat's whe re my
friend lives." William thougnt he must be referring to oneof his
little playmates at school, but the boy explained that 1t was his
friend Doctor N rton's house, and that he was too blg to go to Lady
Isabel. You could have knocked willlam over with a feather. Well,
we went over to Dr. N rbton's house the day hefore yesterday, and they
2ot along fine. TheDoGtor overlocked the unintentional slight innher=-
ént in lLaurence's opening remark, which was "we came here to get 2 ome
medicine to make me better, and not to see you, ust for a visit.'

He also kindly ignored the scorn that the boy heaped on hlm when he
428 measuring hils helight, asked him if he was wearing high heels, §nd
was answered by a withering, "Only ladiss wear high heels, Doctord'
laurence, in his turn, wiilingly did what the doctor hksked him to do,
no matter how foollsh he thought it. I was interested to gee what he
thought about Laurence's feet, which need corrective wedges, and the
doctor accordingly asked him to take off his shoes and welk over to
the dtther side of the room. "But I walk fine! And anyway, my feet might
catch cold if I take of f my shces.” But on polite urging, he did what
was_required of him. Later on, Dr. N'rton asked him if he thought he
could swallow a large gelatire ¢apsule full of medicine. "How large?
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I have to see it Iirst." R™specting the boy's caution, D cn
procauced s sample capsule for ‘hls inspaection, and the boy Sagd

with relizf that ‘fhdt 8 not boeo blg, I'can swallow Lhet, With a
114tle water.” Laurence told him thit he the u?nu Lua sulfa he had
given hin on the sgeaslion of hlias sarachs was wasy 5o0d medicins.
i% tasted wer de*;uipua, like c“aeolate 2ilk.” They parted friends,
but lavmenne told aw alborweids et he dl@n’zi*lh s Nerton
quiie as nuch this Llme. He liked him bebier wvhen he came Lo our
house, Aviving nis Jogh,

Tha othier day while I was upstalirs and 28 was downstaloes
playing in the ziitchen, 1 ovarheard a fascinatlng wonologue, which
wenu something like this: {He had a stick in his aunu, and a3
laching out with it, a2 parently) "Cleng elang, crashety-cresh
pon't hit me, fir, 3llck! (the aocund of milk hottles oelng vi uluntl%
asatibed) I'm hitllng you becaws Jou are hiding hlare 1ike s bhos
sald th? stiek In & wery rude amerner. I h ven't dor g8 anythings t
you Xr. Sgick, said the ghost boitle, it 18“‘t deP for you to

hit as in that rud&,-;uie wayd I'11 break and cut yeu all up in
pilaged, uncqy ¢hunchy crash! I'nm goeing to hit you and hit ycu
becaus: your 'e rude yourself, so thore! Yovu are hlding bahind

the dror llke a ¢hiost, and that's a WER{ rude thing Lo doi” I

was 50 beamuscld by the wonologue thut L let it ©o on oy aomellos
bevsrs comling wGW"dSEL“ﬁ to sse whal demsgse had beew done. Fope
tw'lqu(.-iy the koLt es wers sxpty, and the slick tou sumil uC break
them. I you car atand the pace, Lawrsnce ohn is & most amualing
charagher o have arcund the house,

He has once zore become inv:rexted in Hpley and hatiy,
80 dudl' a8 well as all his sitters are now reading The Wind in
the LJWi Lo, e 1y u“':u;u ¥itn  usw S0 Jh“f&us oo the greouert
appﬂrantl' Lhiough he 8311l goes around now =and Lhouax moatulrg
phrages Troa Kiglh ““re ihan oriental splecdour!”, and "Ihe

Ny
WOl 8u. ﬂew and ali’ ars the ones he prefors Lo uoubd g11¢h* G,
He says Lhen over anl over io himoelf, For the shser oy of suaring
them emerse on his Longue, and will ~;cme’c,.L.msaza put himself o sfaep
gayduy, Liew. He Ld also perplexed bul deilshtel witn a phivasy Trom

one of the hywns o insists thut we sing Lo hdn ab Hediime- Infinilte
Love. “"i'm an iﬁfiﬁiL§ dag, an® infinite little cuppy doz, ush 28
infilnite as 1 2an bel" He nas decided tc call bread "pow-wou" fron
aow on, and ls inveniing Sther worlds for a ner langua e ﬁ) e used

on Lie numeirous scoasions whe hs ptzys tqa wre ofa doz. U“gy
WAL 53 BIME [ OWewOU! [OWeWOW, DOW~WOW! = 8nd Lh8 sonverssilon LT
erates lnto alysles.

we wenld Lo a cockiall rarty 1» whe homa of drs ard Mrs,
W, Tapley Bemnett last nighl, und had g meal en oyable bime. Mr.
Benuett Is in what used to he Gra ani g now MIL, uaic1 will of
Couise explaln evVAjarﬁné. I think the iatssi change in *hinuwla
lg 2 change for the bevier, reslly, because the ;ivision deala
with iexico, Centrul Amerles, end the Coribean arca. Ii is ihe cne
of wL;@h Tom Mann has recen ig becowe &n LL,Of;anu eabnr, Well,
we aad sz gaeﬁ time Fut gouldn 't go ecut an have & hapberoer afterwards
as we usua ly do beczuse we are very, very low on finds. ¥unds
havd been p2iting lower and lower recently, anc we ruve decided to
call a halt to al¢ borrowlng from the bank accouni, sc 23 Lo have a
rezerve fund in case ¢f necessity. Christmas ie golng to be rather Punys
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“peaxing of funds rewlnds me that I recelved a delectable
check igz'tuen ¥ y;pe red dollars froa ths Amsxﬁcan Forelin Sere
wice Asscciatb] 106 Pin token of siprecisbion for my article™, It
came ust in tize to prevent the life blecod beiny uquee”es come
rietely oul oi my poer 18itle private nsni scecount. A& siall thing,
but my owne I o“,ngiﬁwino to have grave doubls zc to whether 1

should submit 5? hch Liolo 12 the F.5.
B8Y necsuse & li izh '&H 11%lam and I hoth

cleverer tnan tf“ ”ast cno, I osm efraid it
by the occasiopal cutslder who once in &
azine. It 18, as L hsve tolid you, culiled
and iz a ﬂowr of satirle manual of mann arnd gorals for aspiring
Stuffed Shiriy in the Forelign Seivica, we‘r@ g ilille worys &d Tor
fear somecne nighd take it serlously and ss See there! I aluays
azid *HP; were & buneh of csckie~pusiners and fouwr flushers!" Lg=
tuatly I o gre&cq sure that we can couny on Lo one oulelds of ine
Szvvice g e ouraal at all, VT, bul you never gan be
vmitv.;wv swe of anything, If 1 can't Gfl&na@ the arbicle hare
and there to meke 1t wore obviously ocular, I'il heve to shelve
1t,hovever f'u.uuw“uJ.,y. L wested an awiul LO¢ wi Limé on iu, too,
even 1f I ¢1d vave & good time wrsbing It

Ve are going to the Mamns' new howse townmerrow flght for
dimnmer, and to the nome or scme Fleteher School frgénds of wWillimm
on Selurday Jur plans fos lhﬁﬂzw:iv:nL;Luvcn't ellad yet,

Sdue walinly b o fact that altnoh h owe'd like JL “'ve e Yarkes
over here {we weni there lzst yesr, we hsbe to sizrt locking around
for Turkey lioney. ah well, p«rhaps Laurenge chn h»l} drool us a
wWild Lurkey cul la the woeds, or play renielvsr and belng cue back

in nte nioubh.

I ve wusi Uinished reuding Churchill's ® _hédr Filnest Hour "
g

and azx rno? shle to start rending Frazer's "dolder Boush", which ['vé
been intending Lo read forages. 1 started a few pages yosierday
anc it gewnds wonhoerful;, B0 L Ccon Lerdly @alle

buch Love,
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